Asterina garciniae Hansf, Proc. Linn. Soc. London 1944 -45: 204, 1946 Colonies epiphyllous, sub-dense, up to 2mm in diameter, confluent. Hyphae straight to substraight, branching opposite, alternate, irregular at acute to wide angles, loosely to closely reticulate, cells 9.632 x 4-6.4µm. Appressoria ovate, alternate, unilateral, mostly sessile, 6-13 x 8-13µm, rarely 2-celled, 11-16µm long; stalk cells cylindrical to cuneate, 3-5µm long; head cells globose, ovate, entire to angular 8-13 x 8-10µm. Thyriothecia scattered to grouped, orbicular, up to 343µm in diameter, margin fimbriate, fringed hyphae flexuous, dehiscing stellately at the centre; asci globose, octosporous, up to 40µm in diameter.; ascospores conglobate, brown uniseptate, constricted at the septum, 24-27 x 10-14µm, smooth walled. Pycnothyriospores ovate, globose, brown, 9-16 x 8-14µm. Remarks: Ramakrishnan collected this species in the year 1944 from Ooty, Tamil Nadu (Hansford, 1946) . The present collection forms the first report from Kerala with its extended distribution in the Western Ghats. Colonies amphigenous, mostly epiphyllous, dense, crustose to velvety, up to 5mm in diameter. Hyphae straight to substraight, branching mostly opposite at acute angles, loosely to closely reticulate, cells 19-23 x 8-10µm. Appressoria alternate, about 3% opposite, unilateral, ovate, broad, straight to slightly curved, entire, 11-13 x 6-7µm. Thyriothecia scattered, orbicular, up to 160µm in diam., stellately dehisced at the centre, margin crenate to slightly fimbriate, fringed hyphae small; asci globose, octosporous, up to 40µm in diam.; ascospores oblong, conglobate, brown, uniseptate, strongly constricted at the septa, 27-36 x 14-19µm, wall tubercled. Pycnothyria mixed with thyriothecia, similar but smaller than thyriothecia; pycnothyriospores pyriform, deep brown, 19-23 x 15-17µm, wall smooth.
Asterina olacicola
Remarks: This species was collected by M.J. Thirumalachar on Feb. 19, 1944 from Nandi Hills, Karnataka on Olax wightiana (Hansford, 1947) . Subsequently, Patil & Thite (1998) listed this species from Maharashtra. The present report from Kerala forms its extended distribution in the Western Ghats.
Asterina perpusilla Sydow, Ann. Mycol. 14: 366, 1916. (Fig.4 at acute to wide angles, loosely to closely reticulate, cells 11-24 x 2-3µm. Appressoria sessile, unilateral, alternate, angular, broad based, 4-10 x 4-10µm. Thyriothecia scattered to grouped, orbicular, stellately dehisced at the centre, up to 160µm in diameter; ascospores conglobate, uniseptate, constricted at the septum, 19-26 x 9-11µm. Pycnothyria scattered, rarely connate, orbicular, up to 78µm in diameter, margin crenate, rarely fringed, stellately dehisced at the center; pycno-thyriospores numerous, cinnamon brown, pyriform, 21-25 x 12-16µm. Remarks: This is the first time detailed description after its type collection.
